
Food Safety Advisory Group 
September 29, 2010 3pm - 5pm 

 

Participants 
 

Members present: 
•   Ken Avison – Cove Deli •   Cheryl Gertge – 4B’s Restaurant 
•   Christine Hughes – R.S. •   Rene Kittle – MSU Extension                
•    Donny Saisbury – R.S. •   Marcia Moen – Richwine’s Burgerville 
•   Jim Steiner – Polson Schools   

 

Introductions Each member present introduced themselves and indicated where they worked.  Christine Hughes reviewed the 
minutes for the last meeting and discussed the reason we started this group.  This meeting was held at the Polson 
Court House in a small conference room on the third floor.

Discussion of the 
employee training 
requirement of the 
Food Star Award 
Program 

It was discussed that if the Food Star Award Program was to be actively running in Lake County, a consistent 8-
hour food safety certification course for food managers would need to be offered.  Christine Hughes and Rene 
Kittle both indicated that they were certified to teach the 8-hour ServSafe course.  Donny Saisbury said that he 
could get certified to teach the course pretty easily.  Rene said that she had all the teaching materials for the 8-hour 
course and she is willing to share them with the county Environmental Health Department.  She thinks at least two 
instructors should teach the class and it was agreed that the Environmental Health Department and Rene will work 
together to put on the course.  Spring and Fall were discussed as the best times to put on such a course, with Ken 
Avison saying to start with one 8-hour class a year.  Christine, Rene and Donny agreed to get together and discuss 
a timeline for putting on the first course.  Discussed ways to get information about an 8-hour course out to the 
public included:  email, publishing dates of classes in the community notes section of papers, contacting the Polson 
Chamber of Commerce, listing dates and times on the Lake County Environmental Health website, and having the 
tribe list class dates and times.  Rene said that attendees of an 8-hour course should have their booklet at least 2 
weeks ahead of time to allow them to read through it before the course.  Cheryl Gertge pointed out that there is an 
8-hour ServSafe certification course in Billings soon.  She will let everyone know when that is. 
 
Also discussed was a 2-hour training created by Yellowstone County for employee training.  This training is geared 
more towards giving new and active employees the knowledge of food safety and food safety techniques.  Ken said 
it would be good to take the training information home and study it for the next FSAG meeting.  The material 
included the information covered in the training as well as a test.  Marcia Moen indicated that it would be good to 
have something official to give to employees and then require them to pass the test.  All who attended the meeting 
thought that this would be a good tool to use in their businesses.

Future topics 
discussion 

Topics for future meetings were discussed.  They included the following: 
- Having FSA talk about food security 
- Having the Public Health Nurses come and talk about vaccinations (ie: Hep A & Hep B) 
- Discussing Emergency Preparedness  

o Having Daren Orr and Jim Fargher come and talk about the St. Ignatius boil order 
- Discussing temporary food events 

o Farmer’s markets 
- Getting articles in all newspapers 

o Contact the Valley Journal for getting Food Star info out throughout the county for all to see 
o Also publishing FSAG meeting dates and times to get other members 

Next meeting date 
and time 

The group agreed to meet November 17, 2010 at 3 pm.  The meeting will be held at the Lake County Court House 
on the third floor in a small conference room. 

Next meeting 
topics 

- 8-hour ServSafe Training  
o Possible dates and times 
o Estimated cost 

- Discuss 2-hour training 
o Likes and dislikes – good tool? 

- See if Randi Long from FSA can come and talk about food defense and security 
- See if the Public Health Nurses can come and talk about immunizations 

o Costs, shots, etc. 
- Prioritize and decide on future topics for discussion 
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