
Food Safety Advisory Group 
November 17, 2010 3pm - 5pm 

 

Participants 
 

Members present: 
•   Marcia Moen – Richwine’s       •   Cheryl Gertge – 4B’s Restaurant 
•   Christine Hughes – R.S.      •   Rene Kittle – MSU Extension                
•    Donny Saisbury – R.S.      •   Martha Cline – Flathead Methodist Camp 
•   Marsha Wartick – Ronan Schools  �  Denise Whitley – Flathead Methodist Camp 

 

Introductions Each member present introduced themselves.  Christine Hughes reviewed the minutes from the last meeting.  

Discussion of 2 
Hour Food Safety 
Material  

The two hour food safety materials that were created by Yellowstone County Health Department for use in 
conjunction with the Montana Food Star Program were reviewed and discussed.  The group in general thought that 
the two hour materials were informative and in a good format.  Rene Kittle commented that the material flowed 
nicely, but questioned as to whether enough information was given to describe a potentially hazardous food.  If 
during the training, instructors would like to better define a potentially hazardous food, this is acceptable.  The two 
hour training is meant to fulfill the requirements of the Montana Food Star Program which is listed on Page 26, 
Section III- Employee Training and Section A. Employee Training Content.  The two hour training does not fulfill 
the Certified Food Protection Manager requirement.   
 
The Food Manager course may be fulfilled by attending the 8 hour ServSafe course or other certified courses as 
specified in the Food Star criteria. The Food Star Application booklet may be found at the Montana Department of 
Public Health and Human Services Website, Food and Consumer Safety Section at: 
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/PHSD/Foodconsumer/montanafoodstar/documents/FoodStarBookletandApplications.pdf 
 
As a note, Sandy Johnson of Big Sky Eatery in Rollins is offering to teach a two hour training to any group that 
may need it.  She is a member of the FSAG group but has been unable to attend recently due to starting a new job.  
The materials are available to the group and may be used freely.  Even if an establishment does not wish to 
participate in the Food Star program but is looking for a way to train employees, the course material may be used.  
If a copy of the materials is needed, please contact the Lake County Environmental Health Department at 883-
7236. 
 

8 hour ServSafe 
Training discussion 

The group has been working towards being able to provide an 8 hour ServSafe training in Lake County.  Currently, 
Rene, Christine and Donny are certified to teach the course.  Nori Pierce is working on her certification.  The group 
set the date of February 24th for the first 8 hour ServSafe Training.  The location is to be determined. Christine 
presented a cost breakdown for the course and the group agreed that the cost for an 8 hour ServSafe training would 
be $105.00.   

Next meeting date 
and time 

The next meeting date was tentatively set for January 7th, 2011 at 3pm at the Polson Courthouse.  The meeting time 
is pending the availability of Randi Long with FSA.  Cheryl Gertge agreed to contact Randi Long to see if she 
would be available to discuss Food Security at the next FSAG meeting.  
 
Future dates were set for meetings.  They are: March 24th at 3pm, May 26th at 3 pm.  Locations are to be 
determined.  No meetings will be held in June, July or August 2011.   

Next meeting 
topics 

- Prioritize and decide on future topics for discussion 
Topics for future meetings were discussed.  They included the following: 

- Having FSA talk about food security 
- Having the Public Health Nurses come and talk about vaccinations (i.e.: Hep A & Hep B) 
- Discussing Emergency Preparedness  

o Having Daren Orr and Jim Fargher discuss the St. Ignatius boil order. 
- Discussing temporary food events 

o Farmer’s markets 
-  
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