
Food Safety Advisory Group 
January 7, 2011  3pm - 5pm 

 

Participants 
 

Members present: 
•   Christine Hughes – R.S.                      •   Cheryl Gertge – 4B’s Restaurant 
•   Donny Saisbury –R.S.          •   Nori Pearce – Lake County Extension  
•    Marsha Moeen, Richwine’s                •   Martha Cline, Flathead Methodist Camp 

        •   Ken Avison, Cove Deli                       •   Jan Tusick, Mission Mountain Food Enterprise 
Center  

• Marsha Wartick Ronan Schools •   Denise Whitley – Flathead Methodist Camp

Introductions Each member present introduced themselves.   Ken Avison shared two newspaper articles pertaining to food safety 
and food establishments which had been closed due to poor practices.   

Hepatitis A 
Presentation  

Sheri Clark of the Lake County Public Health Department presented materials on Hepatitis A.  A handout was 
passed out.  An infected food worker could infect others with Hepatitis A if they do not practice good hygiene. The 
Lake County Public Health Department offers the vaccine for $35 per dose.  The Hepatitis A vaccine is a two shot  
series of vaccinations given approximately 6 months apart.  It is estimated that immunity lasts for 20-30 years.  For 
details regarding this and other vaccinations, contact the Lake County Public Health Department at 883-7236.   

FSA Food Security 
Discussion 

Randi Long of Food Services of America presented on food security procedures within FSA.  FSA is a recipient of 
the 2011 Excellence in Distribution Award.  This is a prestigious international award.  The company distributes 
over 18,000 items and has over 100 vendors.  Randi described the strict facility security methods and procedures 
and mentioned that FSA has an Avian Influenza emergency response plan.  A booklet was passed out regarding the 
Avian Response Plan.  
 
Randi described the incoming food supply and vendors process.  Incoming trucks are inspected by HAACP 
qualified personnel at various docking stations around the facility.  Loads are verified by uniformed FSA staff.  
There are specific procedures and checks that the incoming materials go through before entering the building.  
Quality Assurance teams are in place to manage vendors.  Every item is traceable back to the date, time and place it 
originated. Once items are inside the food warehouse facility, other controls and checks are in place.  Randi briefly 
discussed that the FSA warehouse in Spokane recently got a new humidifier system for herbs and vegetables which 
keeps them clean and fresh.   
 
Third party audits are conducted at FSA.  All employees of FSA are very well trained and are constantly being 
trained.  Anyone wishing to tour the regional warehouse in Spokane can arrange to set up a tour with Randi Long.  
The FSA food show will be held May 11, 2011 in Spokane.  Randi Long can be contacted at (406) 253-8623. 

8 hour ServSafe® 
Updates 

An 8- hour ServeSafe® Food Safety Manager Training Program will be offered by Lake County Environmental 
Health Department, Lake County Extension and the MSU Extension office.  The training will be on Thursday, 
February 24th, 2011 at the Public Health Building conference room.  The address is 802 Main Street, Polson.  
Registration notices are to be sent out soon.  Advertisement will occur through the Lake County Leader, The 
Valley Journal, Charkoosta, post-card notice to each licensed establishment and possibly Chambers of Commerce. 
The Lake County Environmental Health Department can be contacted at 883-7236 for more information.  
 
In addition, FSA will be offering a ServSafe® Food Safety Manager Training Course on January 31, 2011 in 
Whitefish.  For more information contact Jerome Silva or Carmen Smith at (509) 483-4747.  Deadline for 
registration is January 17, 2011.  

Next meeting 
topics/Dates 

- Prioritize and decide on future topics for discussion 
Topics for future meetings were discussed.  They included the following: 
 

- Discussing Emergency Preparedness  
o Having Daren Orr and Jim Fargher discuss the St. Ignatius boil order. 

- Discussing temporary food events 
o Farmer’s markets 

- Food Safety Modernization Act 
o Possibly having someone from MT DPHHS discuss the new law 

- Mobile Food Chicken Processing Unit 
The focus of the next meeting on March 24th will be The Food Safety Modernization Act and Farmer’s 
Markets.  The meeting will take place at the Polson Courthouse conference room at 3pm.   
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